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Invite your neighbors

Growing up, I remember my 
mother usually baked a pie 
on the weekend. “Someone 

might drop by for a visit and I want to 
be ready with something to offer them,” 
she would say. She was right, too. 
Friends and relatives did often “drop by” 
unannounced on Saturday and Sunday 
just for a visit.

Nowadays, in our modern, busy 
lifestyle, people don’t tend to simply 
“drop by” uninvited. People wait for an 
invitation. 

By the looks of it, a whole lot of “town 
folk” have been waiting for invitations 
to visit local dairy farms. And dairy 
producers, being the generous people 
that they are, are not disappointing 
them. In fact, some dairy producers 
invite the entire neighborhood over for 
a visit to their dairy. They want to show 
off their dairying lifestyle and their 
contented cows to anyone who wants 
to take a look. That neighborhood just 
keeps getting bigger and more eager to 
see what life on a dairy farm is all about. 
I believe the local dairy producers are 
definitely the people who are most 
qualified to show them.

June Dairy Month seems to be the 
most popular month for dairy producers 
to invite people over for breakfast or 
lunch on the farm. This tradition has 
been going on for decades, but it has 
never been more important than it is 
today. Too many people who are not 
friendly to the dairy producers’ cause 
are more than willing to tell others what 
they think is going on at the local dairy 
. . .  and it is not the story we want to 
be told.

On the following pages are stories 
and photos of several June Dairy 
Month on-the-farm visits. I want to 
applaud all these people and the dozens 

more just like them who took the time 
and effort to “bake a pie” and share it 
with thousands of their neighbors and 
townspeople they have never met.

It is a big job to get all your ducks 
(or cows) in a row in preparation to 
welcome thousands of people to your 
dairy, let alone serve them a meal. With 
the helping hands of the many county 
dairy and beef promotion groups who 
sponsor and work at these events, 
everything gets pulled together after 
weeks of work and the festivities get 
underway.

Midwest Dairy Association got it 
right when they developed their “The 
People Behind the Product” campaign. 
Dairy producers need to step up and 
tell their story to their neighbors and 
everyone who buys their products. If 
you don’t tell your story, someone else 
will and you may not like the spin they 
put on it. The people you will see on 
the next few pages went out of their way 
to tell the story of their dairy operation. 
Good job! 

	 	 by	Don	Boelens



Tim and Kim McComish, Swiss Valley Farms 
members from Shullsburg, Wis. got their farm ready for a 
few visitors . . .  about 3,000 to be exact.  The McComish 
Dairy was the site of the June Lafayette County Dairy 
Breakfast on the Farm, sponsored by the Lafayette County 
Dairy Promoters.

“We figured this would be a good year to host since 
our daughter Erica was graduating from high school.” 
Tim said. The whole family pitched in to help get the 
farmstead prepared. Tim and Kim milk 200 Holsteins 
with their son Joe. Joe’s girlfriend, Amber, helped out 

with preparations by creating a video tape of activities on 
the farm throughout the year, from planting to harvest, 
mixing feed for the cows, and milking the cows in the 
swing-12 parlor. The film was continually run during the 
event. 

On the menu for this breakfast were scrambled eggs 
with ham and cheese, sausages, pudding, sliced cheeses, 
milk and apple juice. “My favorite food for the day was 
the strawberry sundaes, “ Tim said. “They were quite the 
hit with everyone.”

During award presentations that day, Tim and 
Kim received an award from Lafayette County Soil 
Conservation. The award commended McComish Dairy 
for its manure storage and no-till farming practices.

The local 4-H club set up a 10-foot square “corn 
box,” similar to a sand box, only filled with 10 bushels 
of corn instead. “We buried little toys in it and let the 
children dig them out,” Kim said. “It was a huge hit.” 
There was a petting zoo. The local ambulance service 
and fire departments brought in their rescue vehicles 
for everyone to examine. Two local radio stations were 

mcComiSh FamilY hoStS dairY breakFaSt

Long lines were common all day at the Layfette County dairy 
Breakfast. Above, Tim and Kim McComish greet some of the 3,000 

people who stopped by their farm to enjoy breakfast and a farm tour.
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   (STORY CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE)



there broadcasting live reports and 
interviews. A country music band 
played throughout the day. The 
local health department set up a 
booth and gave free tetanus shots. 

Asked what was the hardest 
part about getting ready for this 
huge event, Tim said, “Keeping our 
nerves in line! We kept worrying 
about what isn’t going to work 
right.” He said the family did a lot of 
painting and put down new gravel 
as well as a whole lot of cleaning up. 
“Things we needed to do anyway, 
but just needed a deadline put on 
them,” Tim laughed.

Over 2,300 people were served at this year’s Grant County 
Dairy Breakfast held in early June on the Fairgrounds in 
Lancaster, Wis. This event is sponsored by the Lancaster FFA 
Alumni Committee. Swiss Valley members Gerald and Judy 
Breitsprecker, from Lancaster, are committee members who 
help out every year. Judy was in charge of the food committee. 
Swiss Valley field rep Jim Schmitz helped with the breakfast 
set up. On the menu were pancakes, ham, applesauce, cheese, 
pudding, ice cream and, of course, milk. Some of the meal 
costs are offset by donations from local businesses and co-ops, 
but there is a $4 charge for adult meals. “Any left over money is 
put in the scholarship fund for local FFA students,” Judy said. 

The Grant County State Fair Dairy Selection is held in 
conjunction with this event. 4-H and FFA members bring in 
their prize cows and they are judged to see which cows can 
represent Grant County at the Wisconsin State Fair. The 
thousands of attendees were able to walk past the prize cows 
and ask questions of the young owners.

The Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board set up the ice cream 
stand. Junior leaders from the Grant County 4-H set up a 
petting zoo for the children. This year, a dog obstacle course 
was added. The Grant County Antiquers Club hosted kiddie 
pedal tractor pulls for several age groups.

On left: Swiss Valley members Gerald and Judy 
Breitsprecker work with the Lancaster FFA Alumni 

Committee at the Grant County dairy Breakfast. 
At right: Wisconsin Secretary of Ag, Trade and 

Consumer Protection Ben Brancel, left, attended the 
breakfast and visited with Lancaster High School 

FFA instructor Jessica Schaefer and Wisconsin 49th 
district Assembly Rep. Travis Tranel.

Members of the Lafayette 
County dairy Promoters kept 
busy scrambling the eggs. 
Around 3,000 people stopped 
by for Breakfast on the Farm. 
Joe McComish and his girlfriend 
Amber Berning finally found 
time to sit down and enjoy 
some dairy treats. 
A 10-foot square “corn box,” 
similar to a sand box, kept the 
smaller visitors busy digging.

Grant County Dairy Breakfast attracts two thousand
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Gorgeous June weather and an advance article in a 
large urban newspaper most likely contributed to the 
largest crowd ever at the Lunch on the Dairy Farm 
event sponsored by the Clinton/Jackson County Dairy 
Producers. Held on Blanchard Dairy in Charlotte, Iowa, 
turnout was expected to be around 1,500 visitors to stop 
by to enjoy a free lunch and tour the facilities at the 800-
cow dairy. As the Sunday afternoon progressed, it was 
obvious that this number was hundreds short of reality. 
Estimates put the crowd at 2,000, which is not bad for 
only the third year for the event.

Long lines led to a 45-minute wait at the tented 
lunch stand, where members of the Clinton County Beef 
Promotion Group grilled hamburgers and hot dogs and 
dairy promoters dished up baked beans, cole slaw and 
lots of cold milk. The situation was the same as people 
waited in line to step inside the 12-on-a-side milk parlor 
and watch the progress of the afternoon milking while 
dairy promoters answered their questions. But with all 
the other activities to do on the farm, no one seemed 
to mind the long waits. People covered their shoes and 
flip flops with blue paper booties and strolled through 
the large cow barn. Others explored the petting zoo, 
provided by Rick Mortenson, a Jackson Trucking milk 
hauler who delivers the tankers of Blanchard Dairy milk 

to the Prairie Farms bottling plant in Dubuque. A farm 
implement dealer furnished a display of tractors and 
combines for visitors to climb on and look inside.

Swiss Valley field rep Kara Koopmann made a mad 
dash to Dubuque to pick up hundreds more half pints 
of milk. Dairy promotion group members and Clinton 
County Beef Promotion Group members ran to the store 
to purchase more hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, baked 
beans and chips. “We ran out of everything,” Kara says. 
Dairy owner Mitzi Blanchard and her four sons were all 
over the dairy, lending a hand where needed all afternoon. 
(See their family photo on Pg. 10) Marty Burken was one 
of the dairy promoters who stood in the milking parlor 
and answered questions. “All 
that training at National 
Milk conventions on how to 
answer consumer questions 
surely came in handy!” he 
said. Outside the parlor, 
his wife Lisa and daughter 
Hannah constantly filled 
cups of soft serve ice cream. 

Iowa State dairy Princess Kendra 
Moser from Colesburg, Iowa 

played a dairy Nutrition Game 
with the children.

One long line wrapped itself around the lunch tent while 
another equally long line trailed out from the milking parlor 
during the Lunch on the dairy event in Charlotte, Iowa.

aUGUSt 2011 	 	 	 	 	 	 					page � 

m
e

m
b

e
r

 N
e

W
S

Blanchard	Dairy	Plays	Host

‘lunch on the dairy Farm’ 



          (STORY CONTINUES ON PG. 8)

Roy Johnson’s interest in dairying began when his 
father Duane quit his office job at an equipment company 
to start a dairy with his wife Carolyn in Parkersburg, Iowa. 
That’s when Roy began his milking career on the family’s 
herd of 55 Holsteins and soon fell in love with dairying. 
After high school, Roy enrolled at Ellsworth Community 
College where he took his general education courses. After 
two years, he transferred to Iowa State University where 
he got his B.S. degree in ag business with an emphasis on 
farm management. “I picked up a few dairy courses for 
electives along the way,” Roy says. After graduation, he 
returned to his parent’s Parkersburg farm to help them in 
the operation.

Eventually, Fate stepped in and put Shiloh into the 
picture.

“My uncle started dating Shiloh’s mother,” Roy 
explains. “One day, my uncle called to tell me Shiloh had 
just broken up with her boyfriend, and I should give her 
a call. So I did.”

Roy and Shiloh were dating each other when the 
uncle and mom got married, and the younger couple 
soon followed them down the aisle.

Shiloh received a nursing degree from Allen College in 
Waterloo. She got a job at Maple Manor Village Assisted 
Living Center in nearby Aplington and is now manager of 
that facility. The couple are raising two daughters,Melanie, 
10, and Megan, 9.

Roy and Shiloh are farming in a 50/50 partnership 
with Duane and Carolyn. Roy says one of his best days 
on the farm occurred in December 1999, when he and 
his father put up a new 60 by 160-foot free stall barn with 
98 free stalls inside. 

“We stood in front of the new barn and I said to my 
dad, ‘Someday, we will have a hundred cows in there!’” 
When the extra 50 cows did finally arrive, Roy says it was 
quite the learning experience for the both of them, but 
they soon had the situation under control.

Today, Roy and Duane milk those 100 Holsteins with 
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YC’ers	Roy	&	Shiloh	Johnson

a ParkerSbUrG FamilY dairY

Roy and Shiloh Johnson, 
YC’ers from Parkersburg, 

Iowa, pose  with their 
daughters Megan, left, 

and Melanie, right, in front 
of their farm sign.

The couple is preparing 
to represent the co-op 
on the NMPF  National 

YC Advisory Board at this 
winter’s dairy Summit.

	 	 by	Nancy	Feeney



Roy and Shiloh Johnson are true Swiss Valley 
YC veterans who have been attending the co-op’s 
Young Cooperator 2-day conference for 16 years. 
It is joyful to see them elevate their participation 
to the national YC level as winners of the Swiss 
Valley Outstanding YC Contest.

The couple waited to participate at the 
national level until their daughters, Melanie 
and Megan, were older. In June, Roy and Shiloh 
traveled to Washington D.C. to participate on the 
National YC Advisory Committee as it planned 
this winter’s NMPF Dairy Summit in San Diego, 
Calif. The daughters came along, too, as well as 
Shiloh’s mother who took the girls out sightseeing 
while Roy and Shiloh attended their YC meetings. 
It was a trip the Johnson’s will never forget.

The most memorable thing about the trip for 
Shiloh was meeting other people from around the 
country and learning about their dairy business and 
what they use for feed, technology and marketing 
to make it profitable. “It was neat to learn how 
different areas are regulated for urban sprawl and 
growing populations,” Shiloh said. “Our visit to 
Capitol Hill was the same way. Learning how 
much our senators and representatives know about 
our business, what their opinions, thoughts and 
ideas were towards the farm bill and all the topics 
that were going to be hot issues in the upcoming 
election year.” 

The couple enjoyed sitting in on the NMPF 
Summer Board meeting and listening to the 
discussions.  They also got to know Pat Schroeder, 
Lancaster, Wis., Swiss Valley’s representative on 
the NMPF Board.

Roy and Shiloh are looking forward to 
traveling to San Diego this winter to serve on the 
NMPF National YC Advisory Council and help 
facilitate the YC program there.

Being a 16-year veteran of the Swiss Valley 
Farms Young Cooperator program has obviously 
affected Roy and Shiloh’s lives. “I think it has kept 
me in dairying,” Roy says. 
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YC’ers in WashingTon D.C.

Above, during a break in the summer Board 
meeting, Roy & Shiloh Johnson chat with Swiss 
Valley Farms NMPF representative Patrick Schroeder, 
Lancaster, Wis. 
Below, the Johnson’s discussed legislative issues 
with Todd Wolf, Congressman Bruce Braley’s senior 
legislative assistant. 



a rolling herd average of 20,600 pounds. They milk in a 
double-4 herringbone parlor. To improve cow comfort, 
they use ground corn stalks for bedding with carpet mats 
underneath. The Johnsons maintain an excellent SCC 
count, which has run around 100,000 or less for the past 

year and a half. Roy and Duane handle the milking and all 
the other chores with the help of one part-time milker.

“What I like best about dairying is I’m my own boss, 
with the exception of the cows, of course,” Roy says. “They 
kind of rule the roost.”
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ON THE COVER:  
Roy and Shiloh Johnson 

stand in front of the Capitol 
dome in Washington d.C.

Above: Grandpa duane 
Johnson enjoys watching his 

grandchildren Melanie and 
Megan grow up on the farm.

At right: Shiloh and Roy  
stand in their  free stall barn.



iN
d

U
S

t
r

Y
 N

e
W

S

aUGUSt  2011 	 	 	 	 	 	 					page � 

News from National Milk Producers Federation, 
Arlington, Va. – Today’s consumers want to know that 
the food they purchase is safe, wholesome, nutritious 
and produced with integrity. U.S. milk producers are 
demonstrating that commitment by enrolling at a 
rapid pace in the National Dairy F.A.R.M. Program: 
(Farmers Assuring Responsible Management). In fact, 
since enrollment began in September 2010, 45 percent 
of the nation’s milk supply now comes from farmers, 
cooperatives and proprietary processors implementing 
the F.A.R.M. program. 

Voluntary and open to all producers, F.A.R.M. is a 
national dairy animal care, third-party verified program 
designed to demonstrate dairy farmers’ commitment 
to outstanding animal care and a quality milk supply. 
Independent dairy producers, proprietary processors, and 
cooperatives are quickly coming on board. 

F.A.R.M. was created by the National Milk Producers 
Federation (NMPF), along with support from Dairy 
Management, Inc. F.A.R.M. provides thorough animal 
care education for producers, on-farm evaluations, and 
objective third-party verification, giving customers and 

consumers the assurances they deserve. 
“Dairy farmers are passionate about the care they 

provide to their animals and have an excellent track 
record of responsible management practices,” said Jamie 
Jonker, Vice President of Scientific and Regulatory 
Affairs at NMPF. “This program quantifies that passion 
and allows them to speak with one voice as they market 
nationally and internationally. The pace of participation 
has surpassed our expectations.” 

National	F.A.R.M.	Program

milk Producers Continue to enroll

All Swiss Valley Farms field representatives were 
trained to conduct F.A.R.M. surveys and are currently 
conducting them in their areas. To date, over 25% of 
the milk pounds produced by Swiss Valley members are 
enrolled in the F.A.R.M. program. 

Swiss Valley member Mark Bischoff from Garnavillo, 
Iowa watched as his field rep, Lynne Melchert, conducted 
a F.A.R.M. survey on his operation. Mark participated 
in the program because he thinks it is a good idea. He 
has been dairying for 18 years and currently milks 85 
Holsteins. He also has a pen of 15 dry cows as well as 115 
replacement heifers. “It was pretty painless and pretty 
simple,” he said. Since every confinement pen for all 
animals on the farm must be surveyed, Mark said Lynne 
had more work to do than he did. 

Lee Pattison has been in dairy farming for 33 years 
and currently operates a 700-cow dairy, also in Garnavillo. 

Lynne conducted a F.A.R.M. survey on his cows. “I don’t 
go out on a lot of other farms,” Lee said. “I just figure 
everyone is running their farm like we do here, but maybe 
they don’t. It doesn’t hurt to be a little proactive instead 
of waiting until issues come up.”  He said he was pretty 
comfortable with most of the survey. “Since we milk out 
of eight different pens, there was a lot of work for Lynne 
to do.”

Participating in the F.A.R.M. program will strengthen 
consumer awareness of the value of Swiss Valley Farms 
dairy products in the market place. Your co-op will be 
announcing to everyone that our members care about 
the well-being of their animals and the quality of their 
milk. Any dairy that participates in the program will be 
provided training material that includes a comprehensive 
animal care resource manual and other educational 
materials. 

‘45 Percent of u.s. 
milk supply is now 
under the f.a.r.m. 

umbrella.’
--- nmPf

Swiss Valley members Can Still Participate
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memberS ShiNe iN SUrVeYS

Perfect	Survey	Scores	

Another recipient of a perfect survey score was Brian and Steve Schmitz, 
who own and operate Peaceful Valley Dairy LLC. in Norwalk, Wis. The 
brothers milk 150 Holsteins and care for a like number of heifers and calves. 
Brian takes care of the milking and tends to the herd health of the cows. Steve 
feeds the heifers and young stock and handles planting and harvesting. All of 
the Schmitz children are active on the farm. Brian and his wife Roxane have 
four children: Nathan, 18; Brandon, 16; Jaden, 12, and Katelyn, 9. Steve and 
his wife Sue have two children: Kelli, 17, and Jamie, 13. 

Blanchard Dairy LLC in Charlotte, Iowa received a 
perfect survey score. 

Mitzi Blanchard and her sons B.J., 29; Ben, 28; Brian, 
25, and Brent, 20, milk 800 crossbred cows with a 26,900 
pound rolling herd average. They have a 500-cow freestall 
and milk three times a day in a double-12 parallel parlor. 
Mitzi is proud that they are the 3rd and 4th generations 
on the dairy. They have 14 full-time employees.

Dan and Laurie Clemen of Holy Cross, 
Iowa received a perfect score for their dairy. 
The Clemen’s milk 120 Holsteins with a rolling 
herd average of 23,500. Dan handles the barn 
chores, feeding and bedding. Laurie milks 
morning and night and gets help from their 
herdsman Jake Guenzler, on the left in this 
photo. The couple’s three daughters -- Kelsey, 
25; Gina, 22, and Nicole, 18 -- have all done 
their share of chores in the dairy. 

Dan & Laurie Clemen,  holy cross,  iowa

Brian & Steve Schmitz,  norwalk, wis

Blanchard Dairy LLC,  charlotte, iowa



David and Sandy Kauffmann of Sherrill, Iowa received their first 
perfect survey score. David and Sandy milk the cows and their sons 
Dennis, on left, and Daryl, on the right, help out when they are not 
working in town. David said he has been dairying on this farm for 30 
years. How do you get a 100? “Do everything the same way every day, 
all the time,” David says. “It’s easier that way.”

Jim and Cathy Fry and the young men at Miracles Can Happen Boys Ranch 
were pleased to receive their first ever perfect survey score. The small ranch, located 
outside of Wilton, Iowa, was developed by the Fry’s in 1993 as a place to teach boys 
Christian values and good work ethics. The 24-cow dairy plays a big part in instilling 
these work ethics. The four boys who work with Jim and Cathy in the dairy keep the 
place spic and span. They maintain a very low somatic cell average, sometimes below 
100,000.  

Randy and Becky Dreier operate Hi-Lo Springs Holsteins in Norwalk, 
Wis. where they milk 72 registered Holsteins. They just received a perfect 
survey score. Doing things right is nothing new to the Dreier’s who have 
been recognized as Platinum and Gold winners in the National Dairy 
Quality Contest. The Dreier’s try to maintain a regular routine and keep 
their cows clean and dry. They watch their SCC and PI counts and try to 
keep their cows healthy. Randy and Becky have four children who help 
out in the operation: Derek, 20; Ashley, 18; Kelli, 13 and Jaden, 5.
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Blue Hyll Dairy LLC of Clinton, Iowa received a perfect 
survey score. Brothers Marty and Mike Burken formed Blue 
Hyll Dairy LLC in 1999 and now milk 750 Holsteins. Marty 
handles the dairy and Mike oversees the field work. Their 
father Loran, who originally started the dairy in 1968, helps 
out on the farm every day. The cows are milked three times a 
day and have a rolling herd average of 24,700 lbs. Blue Hyll 
employs 19 workers. Eight employees handle the milking, 
which takes 21 hours. Marty and his wife Lisa are shown here 
with daughters, Hannah, 12; Haley, 11, and Hillary, 7.

Blue Hyll Dairy LLC,  clinton, iowa

Randy & Becky Dreier,  norwalk,  wis

Miracles Can Happen Boys Ranch,  Wilton, iowa

Dave & Sandy Kauffmann,  sherrill, iowa



Johan and Yolanda Koezen of Tukker Dairy 
in Rolfe, Iowa received their first perfect survey 
score. The Koezen’s milk 380 Holsteins and have 
another 60 dry cows and young stock. How do you 
achieve a perfect survey score? “Have everything 
clean,” Yolanda says. “There’s a checklist that I do 
every Monday. I check the temperature of the bulk 
tank, check the filters, soap and disinfectant. Every 
six weeks, a technician checks the bulk tank and 
milking machines. He gives them a good going 
over.”

The couple have two children, Mark, 11, and 
Manon, 9. They have been dairying in Rolfe for 
four years.
page 1�                                  SWISS VALLEY FARMS dairYmaN

Jim and Jody Oelfke, in back row, recently received 
a perfect survey score on their farm, Highview Farms of 
Hamburg, Minn. The Oelfke’s milk 200 Jerseys and have 
a rolling herd average of 17,464 pounds. They get lots of 
help from their children, Jacob, Janet, Jessica and Jennifer. 
Jim’s father, Howard, in center, also enjoys working with 
his son in the dairy. Jim says the way to achieve a perfect 
score is to pay attention to details in the dairy.

Kenneth and Sheila Maro of LaMotte, Iowa  
milk 110 Holsteins on their LaMotte, Iowa dairy. 
“Ken has been milking cows full time since he 
was 14,” Sheila says. According to Sheila, the last 
time the Maro’s got a perfect survey score was 
right after she and Ken were married nearly 25 
years ago. “I went down to the dairy and scrubbed 
and scrubbed and scrubbed,” Sheila laughed. The 
couple have three sons, Chad, 21; Brandon, 17, 
and David, 15. They all help in the dairy.

Kenneth & Sheila Maro,  LaMotte, iowa

Highview Farms,  hamburg,  minn

Tukker Dairy,  rolfe, iowa
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It’s not too early to start taking photos for the 2012 
Swiss Valley Farms Member Calendar. Remember, a good 
calendar needs photos from all the seasons! 

Photo quality and sharp focus are major considerations. 
A picture must be enlarged to 11” by 9” in order to fit on 
a calendar page. Large file digital photos are the best. If 
you don’t have a digital camera, make an 8” by 10” print 
of your photo and submit that.  Only submit photos that 
you personally have taken. Photos taken by non-member, 
professional photographers cannot be used.

Fill out the form below and include it with your 
submission. If you are e-mailing the photo, include all of 
this information in your e-mail at the time of submitting 
the photo. Then please mail a signed copy of this form to 
Nancy Feeney at the address below.

Name of person who took the Photo: 
_______________________________________

Address:________________________________

City:_______________State:_______ Zip:_____

Phone Number:__________________________

E-mail address:__________________________

Farm Name or Producer #:_________________

Names of people in the photo:______________

Where was the photo taken:________________

Who is your Swiss Valley Field Rep?__________

Signature of Contributor:____________________

Important Information:

•	 All submitted photos become the property of 
Swiss Valley Farms Cooperative.

•	 The entry form on this page will serve as a 
permission slip to use the photo in printed materials 
and/or for advertising purposes. All entries must 
provide all of the requested information in order 
to qualify.

•	 No images will be returned. 
•	 By signing the official entry form, you understand 

that the images will not be returned and each 
photo submitted comes with full and exclusive 
rights for Swiss Valley Farms Cooperative to 
print the photo, without credit, in Swiss Valley 
Farms literature, without further obligation to 
the photographer or those people who have their 
person or items in the photo.

•	 Please submit Landscape/Horizontal photos only, 
so they will fit on a horizontal calendar page.

•	 Submit your entries by Sept. 30, 2011 to:
 

    Swiss Valley Farms Cooperative 
    Calendar Photo Contest

P.O. Box 4493
Davenport, Iowa 52808

OR
E-mail photos to: 
nancy.feeney@
swissvalley.com

Cash prizes will 
be awarded for 
the top three 
photos. 

G e t  T h o s e  C a m e r a s  O u t !
Get iN the CaleNdar Photo CoNteSt



Somatic Cell Range -- Percentage  
listed is based on number of A 
Farms
0 - 100,000.......................................................6 %
100,001 - 200,000..................................... 27%
200,001 - 300,000...................................... 28%
300,001 - 400,000...................................... 20%
400,001 - 500,000........................................ 10 %
500,001 and above................................... 9%
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Chris Hoeger VP, Procurement
Eldridge, IA 52748       

Office 563.468.6628
Mobile 563.340.7943

Nancy Feeney Member Relations
3855 Manchester Dr • Bettendorf, IA 52722     

Office 563.468.6640
Mobile 563.320.4815

Tim Genthe Lab & Safety Manager
803 S. School St. • Cuba City, WI 53807       

Office 563.583.7669
Home 608.744.3515

Marv Thompson Raw Milk Sales
617 Monroe St. • Sparta, WI 54656       

Office 608.366.1770
Home 608.269.4850

Ron Brenner Field Supervisor
1817 Loomis St. • LaCrosse, WI 54603       

Office 608.366.1770
Home 608.781.5324

Thomas Tegeler Field Supervisor
1320 11/2 St. SW • Dyersville, IA 52040       

Office 563.583.7669
Home 563.875.2059

Randy Heisel
259 E. Lakeview Dr. • LaFarge, WI 54639       

Home 608.625.2045
Mobile 608.386.6681

Mike Howald 
7105 N. Freeport Rd. • Forreston, IL 61030       

Office 815.938.2651
Fax 815.938.9151

s w i s s  v a l l e y  f a r m s

Field PerSoNNel & StatS 
Field	Department	&	Procurement	Division	Directory During the Month of June,

these Swiss Valley Farms
 Members averaged below 100,000 for their  

Somatic Cell count.

BEACHY, NORMAN              71,000
BENNETT, JOHN & CHARLENE              55,000
BILL & LYNN VANDERHAM DAIRY LLC             68,000
BREUCKMAN, CHAD              59,000
BROCKMEYER, PAUL              68,000
CAROLAN, KEVIN & DONNA              50,000
DEAVER, MIKE              59,000
DEKLOTZ DAIRY INC.           94,000
DREIER, RANDY D.              92,000
ELMHORST, MICHAEL & EVANGELINE         73,000
FASSBENDER, PAUL G.          98,000
GILBERTSON, LARRY                     75,000
GRAND CENTRAL JERSEYS LLC            84,000
H D FARMS LLC           99,000
HALL, LARRY & ROXANNE                       97,000
HENDEL FARMS                       61,000
JOHNSON, DUANE A.              89,000
JOHNSON, ROY A.              89,000
KABARA, JAMES             78,000
KAUFMAN, ROGER             96,000
KETCHUM, ROBERT C & TERRI A     74,000
KOOPMANN, BRENT          88,000
KOOPMANN, CHAD           88,000
LAUFENBERG, KOTY J.                    91,000
LEAHY, MIKE JR.          83,000
LUCAS, LAVERNE           80,000
MAIER, EUGENE H.              85,000
MAIER, JULIE K.              85,000
MARTIN, JOHN E.                  76,000
MARTIN, CHERYL & GLENN SCHMIDT              82,000
MEIER, BRIAN            71,000
MEIER, CHERYL           71,000
MEIER, MIKE           71,000
MILLS, JAKE                 76,000
NOLT, WESLEY           46,000
PAYNE, DUSTIN J.           87,000
PETERSON, PER K.                   48,000
PRIER, DONALD  77,000
REGO, DAVID & LINDA                       92,000
REGO, JACOB B.                       92,000
ROBERS FARMS LLC                       95,000
SCHAEFER, JEFFREY G.           82,000
SCHAEFER, KURT           82,000
SCHAEFER, SUSAN           82,000
SCHUMACHER, PAUL  & JENNIFER       97,000
SPERFSLAGE, IRVIN          80,000
STAUFFER, TITUS          82,000
STRIEF FARMS INC.           91,000
THOMSPON, LARRY & LIANE           98,000
YODER, LEIGHTON           88,000

Kara Koopmann
6142 Roller Coaster Rd. • Epworth, IA 52045       

Plant 563.583.7669
Home 563.876.3900

Roger Lenius
319 9th St. • Waverly, IA 50677       

Office 319.352.5463
Home 319.352.5015

Ken Ley
225 S. Clifton • Livingston, WI 53554      

Plant 608.348.3932
Home 608.943.6240

Lynne Melchert
117 Culver Rd. NE • Hopkinton, IA 52237       

Office 563.926.2363
Home 563.926.2794

Jim Murphy
430 Linden • West Union, IA 52175       

Office 563.422.5789
Mobile 563.380.0393

Jim Schmitz
304 Dale Dr. • Montfort, WI 53569       

Office 608.943.1172
Cell 563.599.2400

Cheryl Zablocki-Wagner
W 1919 Hofa Park Dr. • Seymour, WI 54165       

Office 920.822.2933
Mobile 563.663.1306

Bob Zielsdorf
309 North St. • Sparta, WI 54656       

Office 608.366.1770
Home 608.269.5452



S w i s s  V a l l e y  G a l s  F a l l  M e e t i n g s

DAN & LYDIA BEACHY
Albia, Iowa

ANDREW M. FRICKSON
dakota, Minn.

DENNIS & CHRISTY LARSEN
Hillsboro, Wis.

welcome
NeW SWiSS ValleY FarmS memberS

Members who would like to get their milk test 
results can call our toll free number:

800.397.7669
Our Dubuque Procurement office is staffed 

with real people (no recordings) on Monday 
through Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on 
Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon.

rapid milk
teSt reSUltS

swiss	valley	farms	   aNtibiotiC 
 
Antibiotic Policy
If a member suspects 

antibiotics in his or her bulk tank 
& calls a SWISS VALLEY FARMS 
field representative to report this 
before dumping the milk:

•1st time in a calendar year, 
the coop will pay 80% of the milk.

•2nd & 3rd times in a calendar 
year, the coop will pay 50% of the 
milk.

•Over 3 times in a calendar 
year, the coop will pay zero.

On the 1st offense, if a member 
has purchased a test kit and detects 
the positive antibiotic milk, SWISS 
VALLEY FARMS, CO. will 
reimburse that member $75.00 
toward the cost of the test kit.

All claims must be received by 
the corporate office for payment no 
later than 60 days after the milk was 
dumped.

The earliest dated claim turned 
in will be paid at 80% payment.  

If antibiotics are found to 
be present in a farm truckload 
as a result of a screening test, the 
member will NOT be paid for 
that shipment of milk, and will be 
assessed as follows:

Full cost of net load
plus the cost of disposal.
Net load = total pounds on the 

load minus the member’s pounds.
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Need some new clothes? 
Perhaps something with the Swiss Valley 

Farms logo on it?

Go to the “Member” section 
of www.swissvalley.com and 

click on “Merchandise”

You’ll find lots of fun and useful 
wearables, great for wearing yourself 

or as a gift!

Future Milk Contracting is open to Swiss Valley Farms 
members only. As of April 1, all futures’ contracts are made 
directly through Blimling and Associates. To contract milk, 
call the offices of Blimling and Associates at 1-800-945-8891 
and give them your farm number to get the process started. 
Through Blimling, you will have access to live market pricing 
and your contracting window will be larger.

You may contract milk from:
• 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday-Thursday CST and 

8:30 to 1 p.m. Friday CST for the Class III-based program.
• 9:05 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday-Friday CST for Total 

Price Contracts (this includes Producer Price Contracts) and 
Options-based contracts.

For more details on Forward Fixed Price Milk 
Contracting, Swiss Valley members can log on to the 
members-only section of www.swissvalley.com. 

Future Milk Contracts 
Are Now Made 

Through Blimling Office



S W I S S  V A L L E Y  F A R M S  C O O P E R A T I V E

Swiss Valley Gals
will get a glimpse 
of the Caves

2011 swiss Valley gals Calendar
Thursday, Sept. 22  – Prairie du Chien, Wis at the Villa Louis Historical House 
Friday, Sept. 23       – Epworth, Iowa at the Barn House

As the summer flies by, let’s mark the calendar 
for the 2011 Swiss Valley Gals meetings.

This year’s speaker is as entertaining as the meeting 
locations. Jeff Jirik, the co-op’s V.P. of Blue Cheese 
Operations, will be there to take you on a virtual tour of 
the Caves of Faribault. Jeff’s enthusiasm for Blue cheese 
and these historical caves is unlimited! Swiss Valley Gals 
will enjoy his informal and robust delivery entertaining 
and his knowledge of the cave history unlimited.

Both meeting locations offer opportunities for the 
Gals to explore these unusual properties. The Barn House 

was such a 
hit last year, 
e v e r y o n e 
requested a 
repeat visit. The Prairie meeting will be held on the veranda 
of the Villa Louis Historical Home on the Mississippi 
waterfront. An old-fashioned luncheon will be served, 
befitting the location. Following the meeting at 2 p.m., 
the Gals are invited to stay for a tour of the mansion. 

Watch your mail for more information on the 2011 
Swiss Valley Gals meetings.

dairyman
Your copy of
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